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On June 8, SCNESA cooked lunch for those attending staff training at Camp Davy Crockett.
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MARK YOUR CALENDAR…
In conjunction with 
United Way’s annual 

SCNESA will be cooking 
lunch for Camp Davy 

Day of Caring, Eastman 
employees will be cleaning up  
at the Scout Service Center. 
Trimming, weed pulling and 
other tasks will begin 8-8:15 
am. Tools and gloves will be 
helpful to the volunteers.

Crockett staff.  This is also the 
last day of camp. We need you.

The last Saturday in May we woke to 
an intense thunderstorm.  Questions 
ran through my mind: are we really 
going to have to place flags in the 
rain? What if the lighting doesn’t 
stop? Would we have to cancel but 
how could we cancel as this was 
the 77th event?  Thankfully, the rain 
passed quickly, and the sun came 
out just before 9am.  This allowed 
about 300 of us to gather by the 
tent the cemetery staff set up in 
case of rain.  This was a community 
event with Girl Scouts, Trail Life, Boy 
Scouts and members of The Home 
Shopping Network gathered to 
honor our veterans.  We marched 
from the bandstand, led by Micheal 
Poole, an Eagle Scout.  Once at 
the Historic Cemetery, Boone Dam 
VFW lead the 21-gun salute. TAPS 
was bugled by Rourke Gearing, 
a Life scout from Troop 516 in 
Elizabethton.   The crowd slowly 

Flag Placement 2024 – Mountain Home National 
Cemetery

moved across the cemetery placing 
flags at each headstone.  This was a 
big job as there are almost 16,000 
graves to decorate!  After the job 
was complete, each youth was able 
to get a patch designed by Atlas 
Batten, an Eagle Scout from Troop 
240 in Gray.   Did you know – if you 
return to help with Wreaths Across 
America on December 14, 2024, then 
you will get a slightly different patch 
so you will have a set!  

The Mountain Home Historic 
Cemetery is not the only one in 
our region. We have the Andrew 
Johnson Cemetery in Greeneville.  
About 50 community-members 
were led by Boy Scouts to decorate 
the graves.  This took place on 
Thursday, May 23.  They worked with 
the National Park Service to make 
their own patch! 
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Our organization has several projects 
throughout the year, helping our 
youth and promoting the Scouting 
movement. There’s never been a time 
like now that we need to develop 
great leaders for our country.

Call the Council office (423) 952-6961 
to join. We need your help.

MISSION STATEMENT 
An alliance of area Eagle Scouts with a mission to promote and build leadership skills, fellowship, and support the Council.

VISION STATEMENT 
To involve all area Eagle Scouts as active participants in the mission of the Boy Scouts of America.

See if you can tell the 
differences between the 
patches.
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Scouts and Scouting alumni are more 
likely to engage in positive behaviors, 
more likely to act in ways that are 
considered ethical and moral, and 
generally express a greater willingness 
to fight for their country, according to a 
study conducted by The Harris Poll on 
behalf of Scouting America.

The Scouting Edge: A Study of Ethics & 
Character in America is the latest in a 
string of recent reports that indicates 
that Scouting is still good for young 
people.

In fact, you could say that the study 
shows that those who have been 
involved in Scouting as youth or adults 
have a “Scouting edge.”

“People who are Scouts as well as those 
who have never been Scouts believe that 
Scouts and Scouting alumni are more 
likely than their counterparts to act in 
ways that are described as ethical and 
moral,” according to the report. “They 
believe that people with an affiliation to 
Scouting realize benefits beyond those 
who have never been in Scouting.”

HOW WAS THE SCOUTING EDGE 
STUDY CONDUCTED?
The Scouting Edge covers the findings 
of two parallel studies: one among 
youth ages 10-17 and adults ages 18 
and over who live in the United States, 
and the other among youth ages 10-17 
and adults ages 18 and over randomly 
sourced from the Scouting America’s 
membership and alumni databases.

The purpose of these studies was 
to examine ethics and character in 
America, with a specific focus on Scouts 
and alumni. The findings shed light 
on various demographic factors and 
attitudes among the participants, but, 
more importantly, suggest that Scouting 
experiences have a positive impact 
on character development and civic 
engagement. 

According to the report:
• Americans report a wide 

satisfaction gap between 
their personal lives and 
the state of the country 
and world. In spite of 
this, Americans express 
general pride in living in 
the United States.

• There is strong agreement 
that civic duties such 
as voting and fighting 
for our country are 
important. Those who are 
able to do these things, should.

• Those surveyed believe that parents 
play a critical role in instilling values 
in their children, leading to a strong 
consensus that older people should be 
respected.

• Reverence continues to be relevant to 
Americans, as more than 7 in 10 claim a 
primary religion, although fewer report 
attending religious services regularly. A 
strong majority of Americans report a 
belief in God or a higher power.

• Selflessness and kindness toward 
others are celebrated and viewed as 
important components of being a 
good citizen.

SO, WHAT IS THE SCOUTING EDGE?
How does Scouting provide an edge?

The Scouting Edge reveals that Scouting 
alumni report teaching their children 
about values and ethics at an earlier 
age than their peers, and Scouts report 
learning about values and ethics from 
their parents at an earlier age than their 
peers.

Furthermore, alumni and Scouts 
express, in higher proportions than 
their counterparts, that voting in every 
election, volunteering time in the 
community, participating in youth-
related organizations and taking an 
active part in charitable organizations are 
somewhat to extremely important traits 
in being a good citizen.

Scouts and Scouting alumni are more 
likely than their counterparts to identify 
negative behaviors as being “mostly” or 
“absolutely” wrong, including tossing 

out trash while driving, 
not declaring income 
to the IRS, exaggerating 
education or experience 
on a resume, or smoking 
cigarettes or vaping.

And there is a strong link 
between Scouting and 
religion, as alumni and 
Scouts are more likely 
than their counterparts 
to indicate a primary 
religion, and alumni 
report attending religious 
services more frequently. 

What’s the biggest takeaway from The 
Scouting Edge study?

In my opinion, it’s this paragraph right 
here.

Scouts and non-Scouts, alumni and 
non-alumni, agree that Scouting 
improves our country across a variety 
of vectors – in particular, they recognize 
the “somewhat” or “extremely” positive 
effects Scouting has on one’s leadership 
abilities and the competency to help 
others accomplish their goals.

It’s important to note that although 
Scouting America sponsored the study, 
it was conducted by the professionals 
at The Harris Poll, a market research 
and analytics company that has been 
tracking the sentiment, behaviors and 
motivations of Americans since 1963.

The report provides demographic 
breakdowns of the participants based 
on age, gender, race, marital status, 
employment status, education level, 
household income and geographic 
region that offer insights into the diverse 
perspectives and experiences of the 
participants.

Like the Tufts study conducted in 2015, 
The Scouting Edge used science to 
gather its results. The sampling precision 
is measured by a Bayesian credible 
interval, which provides a measure of 
accuracy with a 95% confidence level.

Inspire Leadership, Foster Values: Donate to Scouting

When you give to Scouting, you are making it possible for young people to have extraordinary opportunities that will allow 
them to embrace their true potential and become the remarkable individuals they are destined to be.

Consider donating today. Call the Council office (423) 952-6961. 

What is The Scouting Edge? Here are some 
key findings from the latest research
By Aaron Derr

Reprinted from source:
https://blog.scoutingmagazine.org/2024/06/04/what-is-the-scouting-edge-here-are-some-key-f indings-from-the-latest-research/

The cover of The Scouting Edge report


